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EDUCATION 
 

2010- University of Texas at Austin Austin, TX  

 Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Government 

 Fields: American Politics and Methodology 

 

Dissertation Title: “The Young American Voter in the New Millennium” 

 Summary: I investigate the causes for the age gap in vote choice that has appeared and  

 persisted between young Americans (18-29) and voters over 30 years of age since the 

 turn of the new millennium.  

 Using a multi-method approach, I consider the effects of affective and ideological 

polarization, issue positions and issue salience, candidate factors, and campaign contact 

as causes for this unusual phenomenon. 

 

Dissertation Committee: Daron Shaw (chair), Bethany Albertson, Stephen Jessee, 

Christopher Wlezien, Sharon Jarvis 
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2012 Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) Summer   
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RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

American politics, youth voting behavior, public opinion, political parties, elections and campaigns, 

campaign finance reform, and quantitative methods 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

Kelly, Kristin J. 2016. “Political Quid Pro Quo and the Impact of Perceptions of Corruption on 

Democratic Behavior.” Election Law Journal 15(2): 160-174. 

 

Kelly, Kristin J. 2016. "Youth in Politics." American Governance. Ed. Stephen Schechter, et al. Vol. 5. 

Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference USA, 2016. 314-317. Gale Virtual Reference Library. Web. 

3 Feb. 2016. 
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Brock, Clare, and Kristin J. Kelly. “Pennies for Pounds: Soda Consumption and Taxation as a Test of 

Self-Interested Voting Behavior.” Under review. 

 
Endres, Kyle L., and Kristin J. Kelly. “Contact and Outreach: The Effects of Campaign Strategy on 

Marginalized Groups in the 2012 Election.” Under review. 

 

CONFERENCE PAPERS AND PARTICIPATION  
 

“Pennies for Pounds: Soda Consumption and Taxation as a Test of Self-Interested Voting Behavior.” (co-

authored with and presented by Clare Brock). Paper presented at the Third Annual Summit on Global 

Food Security and Health at George Mason University in Arlington, VA, November 16, 2016. 

 

“Contact and Outreach: The Effects of Campaign Strategy on Marginalized Groups in the 2012 Election.” 

(co-authored with and presented by Kyle Endres.) Paper presented at the American Political Science 

Association Conference in San Francisco, CA, September 3-6, 2015. 

 

“Contact and Outreach: The Effects of Campaign Strategy on Marginalized Groups in the 2012 Election.” 

(co-authored with Kyle Endres.) Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference 

in Chicago, Illinois, April 16-19, 2015. 

 

“The Quiescence is Over: Issue-based Voting Among the Millennial Generation.” Paper presented at the 

Midwest Political Science Association Conference in Chicago, Illinois, April 4-6, 2014. 

 

“The Effect of Group Dynamics on Partisanship: Are You on My Side?” (co-authored with Taofang 

Huang.) Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Conference in Chicago, Illinois, 

April 11-14, 2013. 

 

“Obama’s Young Voters and Their Shift to the Democratic Party”. Paper presented at the Midwest 

Political Science Association Conference in Chicago, Illinois, April 12-15, 2012. 

 

 “The Effect of Group Dynamics on Partisanship: Are You on My Side?” (co-authored with and presented 

by Taofang Huang.) Paper presented at the Northeastern Political Science Association Conference in 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 17-19, 2011. 
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